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Open Government Initiatives 

• On his first day in office, President Obama signed the Memorandum on 
Transparency and Open Government  which focused on three areas: 

• Reduce Special Interests. 

• Better Tracking and Reporting on how government spends money. 

• Empowering the public – through greater openness and new technologies. 

• On December 8, 2009 the White House issued the Open Government Directive 
requiring federal agencies to take immediate, specific steps to achieve key 
milestones in transparency, participation, and collaboration. 

• As a priority of the Open Government Initiative, Data.gov increases the ability 
of the public to easily find, download, and use datasets that are generated 
and held by the Federal Government. 
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E-Government, or E-Gov, is the use of Internet-based 
technologies to make it easier for citizens and businesses to 
interact with the Federal Government, save taxpayer dollars, and 
streamline citizen participation. 

• Some (earlier) efforts have focused on “consolidation” of similar functions 
from the separate agency websites into centralized, “one-stop shops” like 
USAJobs.gov. 

• Other efforts have focused on making the wealth of data the Federal 
Government produces more accessible to the public, business, other 
Federal Agencies, and other governmental units. 

• Making data easier to locate and obtain increases the value and utility of 
that data by making it accessible and thus more likely to be put to use. 
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What is E-Gov? 
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• The purpose of Data.gov is to increase and improve public 
access to high value, machine readable datasets generated by 
(initially the Executive Branch of) the Federal Government. 

• Expand the creative use of Federal datasets “beyond the walls 
of government” by encouraging innovative ideas (e.g., web 
applications, etc.). 

• Provide a framework for communication and collaboration on 
datasets by the public, business, and government agencies; 
data creators and data consumers; application developers and 
user communities. 
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E-Gov through Data.gov 



Sharing Data through E-Gov Initiatives 

•Developed by the Federal CIO Council as an interagency Federal initiative 
and is hosted by the General Services Administration. 

•“One-Stop Shopping” for the public and agencies to search for datasets 
across Federal Agencies & Departments; one website, instead of many. 

•Provides a common framework for Federal Agencies to deliver information 
to the public. 
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• 390,824 raw and geospatial datasets  

• 1,229 government apps  

• 236 citizen-developed apps  

• 85 mobile apps  

• 172 agencies and sub-agencies  

 

 

Data.gov Content: 
(Added to Date) 
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Raw Data & Tools by Category 

Source: Data.gov 
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Data.gov Geodata by Category 

Source: Data.gov 
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Two years after its initial launch, Data.gov started an exciting 
new chapter in its evolution making its transformation into a 
cloud-based Open Data platform for citizens, developers, and 
government agencies. 
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Data.gov Next Generation 
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Redefining the Citizen Experience 

• The Data.gov Next Generation platform makes public data 
universally accessible in a new engaging online experience.  
 

• Visitors to Data.gov can now interactively search, discover, 
explore,  and visual data with charts and maps, or sharing data 
on social networks. 
 

• Citizens (Users) can suggest datasets to be included in Data.gov 
and can “rate” the utility and quality of datasets. 
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Representatives from Federal agencies reviewed the suggested datasets.  Their responses 
fell into four categories:  

• 16 % of data suggested is already published on Data.gov (Already Published) 

• 26 % of suggestions can be published in the near future (Actionable) 

• 36 % of suggestions could be published at a later date (Potentially Actionable)  

• 22 % of suggestions cannot be published due primarily to security, privacy, or technology constraints (Not 
Actionable) 
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Citizen Participation - Input 

The Public suggested approximately 900 public datasets from the site launch in 
May 2009 through December 2009. 
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Empowering Government 
Agencies 

Data.gov Next Generation makes it easier for government 
agencies to share their public data:  
• Agencies can now upload their data to the FISMA-compliant 

Data.gov cloud platform. 

• Link in real-time to Systems of Record. 

• Agencies can federate data from their own sites. 

• Provides agencies with metrics to track how data is being used. 

• Data.gov brings it all together into one virtualized government-
wide catalog. 
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Enabling (System) Developers 

•Every dataset hosted on the Data.gov Next Generation platform 
is now readily and uniformly accessible programmatically. The 
Data.gov RESTful APIs are open, non-proprietary, standards-
based and widely used in the Open Data community. 
 

•Has support for the Semantic Web (sometimes called Web 3.0). 
 

•Developers (from government, industry, and the public) can 
post their (web based and handheld computing) applications to 
Data.gov. 
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(Raw) 
Data 
Browse 
& Search 
Screen 
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Data Communities 

Data.gov has created thematic, or topic based communities 
comprised of data creators and data users to foster improved 
communications; the exchange of ideas, best practices, and data. 
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• A part of President Obama’s Open Government Initiative is empowering 
the public through greater openness and (the use of) new technologies. 

• E-Gov, is the use of Internet-based technologies to make it easier for 
citizens and businesses to interact with the Federal Government. 

• E-Gov websites like Data.gov and Geoplatform.gov increase the ability of 
the public to easily find, download, and use datasets that are generated 
and held by the Federal Government. 

• E-Gov websites like Data.gov and Geoplatform.gov continue to evolve and 
grow in capabilities as they utilize new methods for collaboration like 
Social Media, and embrace new technologies like The Cloud, Open Source 
software, the Symantec Web, etc.; they continue to improve their 
functionality and utility through suggestions from their user communities, 
industry, and the public. 

 

Review 
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Questions? 
Contact Info: 

Jess J. Weiss 
Senior Policy Analyst 
AmVet Technologies, LLC 

 
 
 
jweiss@amvettec.com 
jess.weiss@hq.doe.gov 
Telephone: 202.586.8379 
Cellular: 202.441.7599 


